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     2009 has been a busy year for United Methodists!  Following our 
2008 General Conference, every Annual Conference in United Metho-
dism is voting on 32 potential Constitutional Amendments.  For many 
months, your Confessing Movement leadership has been at work pray-
ing, educating and preparing folks to respond to these critical issues fac-
ing our denomination. 
 
     I want to express my deepest appreciation to our Executive Director, 
Senator Patricia Miller, our Associate Directors (Dr. Bill Bouknight and 
Dr. Riley Case) and our former President The Rev. Rob Renfroe.  While 
the final outcome of these vital votes is still unknown, I want to celebrate 
the outstanding effort put forth by our team.  Conference Coordinators and workers have 
given their best in this important endeavor.  Anyone familiar with these Constitutional 
Amendments has to understand the critical nature of this work. 
  
     The leadership team has done a remarkable job communicating about these potential 
amendments!  The keys have been: prayerful strategizing, building grass-roots communi-
cation and work teams, and diligent follow-up.  Praise God for all who have participated 
in this vital ministry!                   
              (continued on page 3) 
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Rev. Greg McGarvey 

     There is continuing turmoil in Mississippi Metho-
dism because of an event during the recent 2009 An-
nual Conference.  On June 12th, during one of the Con-
ference worship services, two United Methodist women 
were allowed to endorse and advertise their lesbian life-
style.  Bishop Hope Morgan Ward has not denied that 
she knew in advance that this presentation would be 
made.  A bishop is responsible for the agenda of her 
Annual Conference.  Most members of the Annual 
Conference had no idea that this kind of presentation 
would be made.  Many were shocked that this occurred 
during a worship service.  There was no acknowledg-
ment that this lifestyle is contrary to the Disciplinary 

standards of The United Methodist Church nor was 
there any opportunity for a rebuttal or any defense of 
The United Methodist position on human sexuality.  
The fairness standard was violated. 
 
     The result has been consternation across Mississippi 
Methodism.  Some laypersons have threatened to with-
hold financial contributions to the Conference. 
 
     In a June 20th pastoral letter from Bishop Ward, she 
issued no apology.  She stated that her intent was “to 
remember all of the people God loves, including those 
who have felt hurt or marginalized by our church.”  She 

           (continued on page 2) 
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went on to declare that the Mississippi Conference 
“has consistently supported the positions on homo-
sexuality stated in the Discipline of The United Meth-
odist Church.”  She did not explain how an advertise-
ment for a lesbian lifestyle could be interpreted as sup-
port for the Discipline’s position on sexuality. 
 
     In April of this year, the Judicial Council overruled 
Bishop Mary Ann Swenson of the California-Pacific 
Conference on the question of whether an Annual 
Conference can endorse or encourage a violation of the 
Discipline.  The Court ruled that an Annual Confer-
ence “may not negate, ignore, violate, or express sup-
port for actions which would violate the Discipline.”  
The testimony of the two Mississippi women on June 
12th was certainly an expression of support for an ac-
tion that violates the Discipline. 
 
     In response to a storm of criticism, Bishop Ward 
invited clergy members of the Annual Conference to 
four meetings on July 1st and 2nd, held in various loca-
tions across the Conference.  No reason was given for 
not inviting lay members of the Conference to these 
meetings. 
 
     In a July 3rd “Open Letter to the Mississippi Con-
ference”, Bishop Ward noted that “The United Meth-

odist Church does not condone the practice of homo-
sexuality and considers this practice incompatible with 
Christian teaching,” yet she refuses to admit that the 
presentation she allowed at Annual Conference was a 
way of condoning and even commending the practice 
of homosexuality.   
 
     Bishop Ward could reduce the damage by issuing a 
public apology to the Conference.  It would not be nec-
essary for her to apologize for her views on the issue 
of homosexuality, whatever those views are.  How-
ever, one wonders how a bishop can fulfill her duty “to 
guard the faith, order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline 
of the Church” (Par. 403.1) if she disagrees with her 
Church’s standards.   
 
     Bishop Ward should apologize for allowing behav-
ior to be advocated in a Conference worship service 
that is in direct contradiction to the standards of The 
United Methodist Book of Discipline and she should 
assure the Conference that in the future she will uphold 
The United Methodist affirmation, based on Scripture, 
of sexual relations only within marriage between hus-
band and wife.  Until such an apology is issued, it is 
unlikely that the Mississippi malaise will be resolved 
and it is likely that the mission and ministry of the en-
tire Conference will suffer grievous harm.• 

 
 
 

 
 
I commend to you a book with an unusual title---"SAME KIND OF DIFFERENT AS 
ME."   It reads like a novel but this New York Times bestseller is a true story. 
 
An African-American homeless man meets an affluent white couple at a homeless shel-
ter in Fort Worth, Texas.  At the beginning of the story, all three of these persons are 
lost souls, but God manages to reach each one.  Then a succession of miracles occurs. 
 

The authors are Denver Moore and Ron Hall.  Denver is the African-American who grew up pick-
ing cotton in Louisiana.  Ron Hall is the white, upscale art dealer with adultery and money-worship 
in his past. 
 
This book will bring tears to your eyes but an incredible warmth to your heart.  It was published by 
Thomas Nelson in 2006 and can be purchased through amazon.com, christianbook.com, or your lo-
cal book store.   (reviewed by Dr. Bill Bouknight) 

(Bouknight, continued from page 1) 
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(McGarvey, continued from page 1) 
 
     As I think about the future of The Confessing Movement within The United Methodist Church, I am excited!  I 
am encouraged…as I remember our commitment to connect with people who are sometimes referred to as the 
“Methodist Middle,” those who choose not to align with any caucus group.  Those in the “Methodist Middle” are 
going to have much to say about the future of our great denomination.  Some suggest, and I tend to agree, “Their 
votes will be determinative!”  We will continue our educational efforts to help those of the “Methodist Middle” 
see how much they have in common with the mission of The Confessing Movement! 

 
     Your Confessing Movement Board of Directors is committed to being proactive, not reactive!  From the begin-
ning of our work together in The Confessing Movement, this has been our focus!  We have, and will continue to 
accentuate the positives of our great denomination, and work together to continue the faithful doctrinal distinctives 
of United Methodism.  
 
     We will continue to remember who we are…United Methodist Christians committed to: Jesus…the uniquely 
divine Son of God, the only Savior of the world, and the Lord of all.  We commit ourselves to make sure our min-
istry is faithful to Scripture.  In contrast to Gretta Vosper’s beliefs, described in her book: With or without God: 
Why the Way We Live is More Important than What We Believe, our desire is to live by the precepts of Scriptural 
holiness, to preach it and invite all to a Scriptural wedding of right belief and right action!!• 
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I  want to join the new President of The Confessing Movement in thanking everyone who worked so diligently on 
the Constitutional Amendments with a special thank you to the Annual Conference Coordinators who assumed the 
responsibility of being on the point for their conferences.  Equally important were all the volunteers who helped 
educate the members of their Annual Conference about the dangerous consequences of Amendment #1 (pastors’ 
discretion in accepting membership) and the 23 Amendments on the World-Wide Nature of the Church.  God 
blessed our efforts in a mighty way!  A big thank you, also, for those who supported The Confessing Movement 
financially so that we could execute the plan regarding the Constitutional Amendments. 
 
As I write this article, there are no official results.  However, from information gathered by Annual Conference 
Coordinators, the report on 47 of the 63 Annual Conferences in the United States that have released the results are 
as follows: 
 
Amendment #1, which made membership more liberal and removed all clergy discretion on membership is failing 
to garner the 2/3 affirmation votes with  48% voting yes and 52% voting no.  The Amendments to create a new 
layer of bureaucracy (World-Wide Nature of the Church) are failing by a vote of about 37% yes and 63% no.  The 
one Constitutional Amendment supported by The Confessing Movement and others working for renewal is 
Amendment #19 which has received 77% of the votes in favor and 23% opposed.  This Amendment would allow 
non-ordained local pastors to vote for Delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conferences. 
 
This information is preliminary and not official, but it appears all Constitutional Amendments will fail to pass in 
the United States with the exception of Amendment #19.  When the other vote results are tallied, I expect some of 
the percentages to change but do not anticipate any change in the outcome.  To see the vote results by Annual 
Conference, visit The Confessing Movement website at www.confessingumc.org.  As other Annual Conference 
votes are released and votes from United Methodists around the world occur, the results will be posted on The 
Confessing Movement website.  The results of the action taken by United Methodists on the Proposed 32 Consti-
tutional Amendments is very significant.  I have asked Dr. Maxie Dunnam to write an analysis for the November/
December We Confess.  You will want to read his article. 

(continued  on page 4) 



Page 4                         We Confess 

I am a board member of The Confessing Movement 
within The United Methodist Church.  To my more 
conservative friends and colleagues this is seen as an 
honor and an admirable thing.  To my more liberal 
friends and colleagues this is seen as an embarrass-
ment and a less than desirable thing.   One group wants 
me to talk about it whenever we get together.  The 
other treats it like a taboo subject.  I have come to real-
ize that it is always costly in some way to “make a 
stand.”   I have had my name placed for possible elec-
tion to the Judicial Council and was immediately iden-
tified as “one of them.”  I became a candidate for the 
episcopacy in the Northeast Jurisdiction in 2008.  I 
was advised to leave The Confessing 
Movement affiliation off of my profile by 
several who wished me well, and who were 
in fact supporters of my candidacy.  I left it 
on.  I did so because I am unwilling to sell 
my soul and a positive future for The 
United Methodist Church to merely be 
electable in our present ecclesiastical envi-
ronment. 
 
So why have I made my stand on the issues of 
“doctrine” when many today think it is the problem, 
and are in fact hostile to those who espouse our theo-
logical core?  Frederick Buechner in his wonderful lit-
tle book entitled Wishful Thinking: A Theological 
ABC (Harper & Row, 1973) pretty much sums up my 

experience and convictions as he shares the dynamics 
of “doctrine.”   
 
 “No matter how fancy and metaphysical a doctrine 
sounds, it was human experience first.  The doctrine of 
the divinity of Christ, for instance.  The place it began 
was not the electric typewriter of some fourth-century 
Greek theologian but the experience of basically un-
theological people who had known Jesus of Nazareth 
and found something happening to their lives that 
never happened before. 
Unless you can somehow participate yourself in the 
experience that lies behind a doctrine, simply to sub-

scribe to it doesn’t mean much.  Some-
times, however, simply to subscribe to a 
doctrine is the first step toward experienc-
ing the reality behind it.”  1 
 
For me the last sentence of the quote rings 
true, and explains why I have become a 
passionate believer in, and proponent of, 
the apostolic witness in Scripture and the 
doctrine that emerges from it.  It is also the 

reason I am a member of The Confessing Movement 
within the United Methodist Church.  The Confessing 
Movement’s purpose statement is “Confessing Jesus 
Christ as Son, Savior, and Lord. The Confessing 
Movement exists to enable the United Methodist 
Church to retrieve its classical doctrinal identity, and 
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“...it is always 
costly in some 
way to ‘make a 

stand’…” 

Praise God that the dangerous Amendments that threatened our beloved church seemed to be defeated.  Thank 
you so much for your invaluable support. 
 
Just as one crisis in the church ends, however, another one seems to begin.  Associate Director Bill Bouknight 
addresses the new challenge facing the church in his article “Mississippi Malaise.”• 
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to live it out as disciples of Jesus Christ.” 
    
Mine has been a long journey.  I was raised in a home 
where the doctrine of the church was assumed to be 
foundational to the meaning of life.   My emergent the-
ology as a child was in line with the Church’s doctrine.  
It was from that doctrinal identity that I heard my call 
to the ordained ministry.   
 
I then went to college and was exposed to a very broad 
range of theology.  I will forever be in-
debted to Lycoming College for offering 
me one of the best and fairest samplings of 
Christian theology.   It was presented in an 
environment in which professors them-
selves debated theology from a wide range 
of perspectives in what we might now call 
evangelical to the more liberal.  I then at-
tended Colgate Rochester Divinity School.  
It was also at the time open to a broader 
range of theological diversity on its faculty.  
For a time I identified myself as a liberal 
theologian.    It was a heady time.   During 
it I thought rather than respond to my call 
to be a parish pastor, that I would pursue a 
Ph.D., and teach at the college or seminary 
level.  God apparently, thought the original idea was 
better.  Before completing seminary I was approached 
by the cabinet to take two small rural churches in 
Wyoming County in New York.  It did not take long 
for me to realize while my education was helpful and 
broadening, that what I was professing and preaching 
was not helpful to the churches.  It enthused few and it 
did not motivate people to live as disciples of Jesus 
Christ.  There the next phase of my education began.   
I started to diligently reexamine the doctrine behind 
the faith of my childhood and immerse myself in it.   
Soon I felt renewed and energized.  I felt motivated to 
offer people Christ.  As I reclaimed and embraced it 
with my mind as well as my heart, I discovered people 
for whom I was “pastor” began to respond with their 
minds as well as their hearts.  The churches began to 
be revitalized and renewed.  They became more 
“mission minded” and “evangelical” in all ways.  
Every church I have served has seen a significant num-

ber of professions of faith and each has become a 
healthy and growing local expression of the body of 
Christ.  I take no credit for it, or can provide no expla-
nation for it other than the embrace of the Wesleyan 
expression of the apostolic faith.   I have found in the 
churches I have served and in the churches of the dis-
trict I presently serve that it excites people and ener-
gizes them.  They then in turn help transform their lo-
cal congregations.   Our doctrine is alive and vital.   It 
is the foundation which unleashes God’s empower-

ment to “make disciples for Jesus Christ.”   
 
As I watch too many of our churches and 
sometimes whole regions languish and 
weaken, unable to find empowerment in a 
secularized culture that wants to absorb the 
Body of Christ and neutralize its effective-
ness, I like Jude am compelled to say, “I 
felt I had to write and urge you to contend 
for the faith that was once for all entrusted 
to the saints.”  (Jude 1:3 NIV)  This is the 
work of The Confessing Movement.    I 
believe our United Methodist future will 
be determined by our willingness, or re-
fusal to reclaim our classical doctrinal 
identity.   Likewise I am convinced that to 

continue our embrace of relativism and pluralism will 
speed the deterioration of United Methodism in the 
United States.   It will also continue to alienate “the 
denomination” from the parts of our United Methodist 
family around the world and in the states that are ex-
periencing growth.   
 
My conviction is that if we would subscribe to some 
key doctrines, we would indeed experience the reality 
and life-giving power behind them.   It is my prayer 
that the Confessing Movement can position itself to 
help us find rebirth as a vital expression of Christian-
ity.   From where I stand, I see no reason to doubt it 
can, and I invite you to join us as we reclaim our main 
purpose, and seek to rally many to contend for the faith 
that was once for all entrusted to the saints.  When we 
do the United Methodist Church will be renewed and 
revitalized.• 
 

1  Buechner, Frederick,  Wishful Thinking: a  Theological ABC, Harper and Row, 1973, p. 20. 

“I believe our 
United Methodist 
future will be de-
termined by our 

willingness, or re-
fusal to reclaim 

our classical doc-
trinal identity.”  
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 �  Yes, I want to help share the message of Christ’s salvation.   
     Enclosed is my gift of:  $______   �  $1000   �  $500   �  $100   �  $60   �  $30 

 Make checks payable to:  The Confessing Movement , 7995 East 21st Street, Indianapolis, Indiana  46219                                                                                         

 Please charge my credit card:  �  Visa     �  MasterCard   �  Discover   �  American Express  
  
 Card number:                                                                      Expiration Date:     /            
  
 Signature:  _________________________________________________       
                  
 Contributions are tax-deductible as charitable gifts to the extent allowable by law. 
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This summer’s defeat of dangerous Constitutional Amendments by American Methodists was 
shocking to many.  It happened because of prayer and hard work by reform committees operating 
in almost all Annual Conferences.  The Confessing Movement (CM) was in regular contact with 
those committees, offering resources and encouragement. 
 
As you can imagine, the work of the CM costs money.  Though the CM staff is small and mostly 
part-time, that staff must be supported financially.  CM gets no support from official United 
Methodist sources.  We depend on local churches and individuals who dream of and pray for a 
renewed, Bible-centered, growing, orthodox, evangelical, Wesleyan church. 
 
Your gift could make a critical difference in the renewal of the UMC.  There are several ways 
you can give.  Go to the CM website which is www.confessingumc.org   In the top right corner 
click on “donate.”  Directions will be given.  A second way is to phone the CM at 317-356-9729 
and make a donation via your credit card.  Finally, you can mail a check to the CM, 7995 E. 21st 
St., Indianapolis, IN 46219. 
 
Thanks for investing today in a renewed church! 
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Purpose Statement 
         Confessing Jesus Christ as Son, Savior, and Lord. 

         The Confessing Movement exists to enable The United 
         Methodist Church to retrieve its classical doctrinal  

         identity, and to live it out as disciples of Jesus Christ. 
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