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Just imagine if 32 changes were being proposed in the
U.S. Constitution. The newspapers and TV talk-shows
would be dominated by the proposed amendments.

Well, we United Methodists are being asked to change
our Church Constitution in 32 specific ways. But the of-
ficial Church media is amazingly silent about it all. | see
no articles pro or con in the UM Report, Circuit Rider, or
the UM News Service.

Some of the African annual conferences that met in Feb-
ruary or March did not even receive the official copies of 2.
the amendments--translated into their languages-- until
just a few weeks or even days before their conferences
began. How odd that brothers and sisters in our world-
wide connection are being allowed so little time to re-
view, digest, and debate a number of amendments that
will purportedly make us a more “worldwide” Church!

Is there a conspiracy of silenc&b some United Meth-
odist leaders hope that many members of annual confer-
ences will just rubber-stamp what General Conference did
in passing these amendments?

| have a report from one U.S. annual conference that the
amendments have been scheduled for the last day of con-
ference (when many participants will have already de-
parted) and that a total of 45 minutes has been planned for
discussion and action on all 32 of them!

One amendment that deserves our support is # XIX (19)
which would give most provisional members and local
pastors the right to vote for clergy delegates to General
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Council ample reason to strip from local clergy their
historic responsibility to help prospective church
members determine whether they are ready to receive
the membership vows. Furthermore, if this amend-
ment is approved, gay advocacy groups will argue
before the Judicial Council that Paragraph 4 guaran-
tees a self-avowed, practicing homosexual the right
not only to church membership but also to all other
levels of service in the Church.

The second dangerous category includes a package of
23 separate amendments under the general title
“Worldwide Nature-UMC.” These amendments
would create regional conferences across the entire
Church. In the U.S., this would add another layer of
bureaucracy between the General and Jurisdictional
conferences. Each of these regional conferences
would have some power to adapt the Book of Disci-
pline as it so chooses. Evidently, some UM leaders
want to segregate the U.S. Church from overseas
United Methodists, almost 90 percent of whom live in
Africa. The African portion of our Church is growing
very rapidly and is predominantly conservative in the-
ology. Most African United Methodists believe that
the Bible is the inspired word of God and is “the true
rule and guide for faith and practice.” (Book of Disci-
pline) Therefore, most Africans do not approve of
liberalizing the Church’s position on the practice of
homosexualityThat one issue has dominated the
United Methodist Church in America for at least 25
years. But underneath that issue is a more fundamen-
tal one---the authority of Scripture.

and Jurisdictional conferences. If all the other 31 amendThese amendments can be defeatédnly takes 33.67

ments were to fail, the Church would not suffer for it.

percent of all the voting delegates in all the annual confer-

The most dangerous amendments are in two categories: ences around the world to vote against them. Every vote
1. Amendment # |, if approved, would give the Judicial counts!

(Continued on page 2)
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What can you do? distributing this information.
1. Every local church has at least two representatives 3. Your Confessing Movement is communicating al-
who will attend your annual conference: your pastor most daily with United Methodists across the world,

and a layperson. Discuss these amendments with promoting biblical authority and the orthodox Chris-
these persons. Urge them to vote for # XIX (19), tian faith. Our work costs money. Especially in this
giving provisional members and local pastors the recession, every dollar you can send really makes a
right to vote. If in doubt about the rest of the amend-  difference. Please send a gift right away to the Con-
ments, vote against them! fessing Movement, 7995 E. 2$t., Indianapolis, IN

2. There is an active committee at work in almost every  46219. Thanks!
annual conference, informing annual conference 4. Above all, pray for God to protect and renew our be-
delegates about the real issues behind these Constitu- loved United Methodist Church.e
tional amendments. Please assist these committees in

SPRING 2009 JUDICIAL COUNCIL SESSION

PRESENTS FRESH CHALLENGES TO Judicial Council
UNITY OF THE CHURCH -

Rev. Keith Boyette, Pastor in Virginia and Former Member

The Judicial Council of The United Methodist
Church, our denomination’s supreme court, will
from April 22-25 in Denver. The Judicial Council
has a number of matters on its docket, but three
derscore continuing conflict that challenges the unity of the Church.

First, the Council will rule on a declaratory request from the Alaska Misgi&@anference
which invites the Council to overrule Decision 1032 and hold that the pastor of a local
church has no discretion when an applicant states that he or she is ready to taks tife vow
professing membership. The request asks whether paragraphs 214 (“all perngons m
become members of any local church) and 225 (transfer of membership from agsether d
nomination) of the2004 Book of Disciplinare constitutional under paragraph 4 of the Constitution (“all persons with-
out regard to race, color, national origin, status, or economic condition shhdjible¢o . . . upon taking vows declar-
ing the Christian faith, become professing members of any local church. . . ."gcigidh 1032, the Judicial Council
stated, “Paragraphs 214 and 225 are permissive and do not mandate receipt intcme it persons regardless

of their willingness to affirm membership vows.” The Judicial Council furtheladed that the pastor-in-charge of a
local church has the power to determine “a person’s readiness to receive shaf veambership.”

Proponents of eliminating pastoral discretion obviously hope that the changenartibership of the Judicial Council
in the current quadrennium will result in the Council overruling Decision 1082.aflguments advanced in favor of
such a ruling were previously submitted to the Judicial Council and mjectang its consideration of the matter
which resulted in Decision 1032 and during a request for reconsideration which wasideviemorandum 1041.

In Memorandum 1041, four members of the Judicial Council joined in a concurring opinion dexyngideration of
Decision 1032. They stated, “Paragraph 4 [of the Constitution] declares wiglkikedtr membership, but does not
create an entitlement to membership. Digcipling throughout the sections dealing with membership, imposes condi-
tions that must be satisfied as preconditions to membership. A person meylbe ®ir membership under 4 of the
Disciplineand yet still be required to meet the preconditions to membership enednergieDiscipline”

The 2008 General Conference had an opportunity to reverse Decision 1032 legidigtiedyging the disciplinary
provisions on membership to negate the exercise of pastoral discretiordidutat do so. When the Judicial Council
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rules on the declaratory request from the Alaska Missionber of retired clergy to persons contemplating same-
ary Conference, it will make its ruling under the current gender marriage under the laws of California, it steps
language of paragraph 4 of the Constitution instead of over the disciplinary line when it commends these clergy
under a proposed amendment to paragraph 4, approvedto the congregations for the purpose of ‘performing same
by the 2008 General Conference, which still must be ap-gender marriages or holy unions.”
proved by a two-thirds affirmative vote of the aggregate
number of members of the annual conference present afithe Judicial Council’s mandatory review of Bishop’s
voting. Nevertheless, the result should not be any differ-Shamana’s decision of law was deferred to the Spring
ent under the proposed amendment of paragraph 4 be- 2009 session because the Council was not provided with
cause eligibility for membership still does not remove theminutes from the annual conference session. A member
necessity of satisfying the preconditions for membershipof the Council, Jon R. Gray, dissented from this deferral
specified in theiscipline and wrote, “The principle embodied in the resolution
clearly violates the letter as well as the spirit of § 341.6.
Finally and perhaps most significantly, while arguing Our clear precedent as enunciated in Decision 886, Deci-
that paragraph 4 of the Constitution precludes any discresion 911, and Decision 1021 is that an annual conference
tion by a pastor when a person decides to become a  may not legally negate, ignore, or violate provisions of
member, the Alaska Missionary Conference suggests a the Disciplinewith which they disagree, even when the
number of circumstances in which it believes the pastor disagreements are based on conscientious objections to
should exercise discretion (e.g., where a person’s age these provisions. | would affirm the Bishop’s ruling that
might suggest that they were not ready to take the mem-the California-Nevada resolution is null and void.”
bership vows, where a person had surrendered their pasMemorandum 1110 (Dissenting Opinion). The princi-
toral credentials under charges and wanted to become aples enunciated by Mr. Gray should be applied by the
member of the local church, or where a lay person was Judicial Council now that the matter is properly before
removed from membership after a church trial and then the Judicial Council and Bishop Shamana’s ruling should
wanted to become a member once more). Obviously, if be affirmed.
as the Alaska Missionary Conference argues, the pastor
has no discretion, then the pastor cannot exercise discreFinally, the Judicial Council will review a decision of
tion even in these circumstances. Even the Alaska Mis- law rendered by Bishop Mary Ann Swenson. The 2008
sionary Conference does not want such an absurd resultCalifornia-Pacific Annual Conference adopted a resolu-
and yet that is the conclusion for which it argues. tion which stated “while we recognize that we are gov-
erned by thé&ook of Discipline . . we support those pas-
Ultimately our understanding of church membership tors who conscientiously respond to the needs of their
ought not to be shaped by our respective views on con- parishes by celebrating same-gender marriages, and we
troversial issues that tear at the fabric of church unity. envision compassion and understanding in any resulting
The Council should follow the precedent established in disciplinary actions.” Bishop Swenson ruled that the

Decision 1032 and Memorandum 1041. resolution was permissible and stated, “The action called
for in the resolution can be characterized as a pastoral
A second matter before the Judicial Council involves a response on the part of the annual conference . ... What

review of a decision of law rendered by Bishop Beverly the resolution does not call for is for pastors to violate the
Shamana. The 2008 California-Nevada Annual Confer- provisions of theDiscipline governing the celebration of
ence adopted a resolution which commended retired  same-gender marriages. In fact, the resolution is specific
clergy of the conference for their “compassion” in being in acknowledging the authority of tiEscipline. . . .

willing to celebrate same-sex marriage or union ceremo-The resolution does not call for or encourage violation of
nies despite a prohibition in ti@scipline which forbids theDiscipline it does provide for a response that is pas-
clergy from performing such ceremonies. In response totoral (compassionate) in nature.”

a question of law, Bishop Shamana ruled that the resolu-

tion stepped over a disciplinary line, and was void and ofApplying the same reasoning as contained in Mr. Gray's
no effect. In her ruling, Shamana wrote, “While the resodissenting opinion in Memorandum 1110, the Judicial
lution is a commendable gesture to the congregations of Council should reverse Bishop Swenson’s decision of
the conference in offering the pastoral counsel of a num-aw and declare that the California-Pacific resolution is

(Continued on page 4)
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null and void. Bishop Swenson is being disingenuous when she states that the resolutionetmesirage violation
of theDiscipline In order for the provisions of olisciplineto be effective, our clergy must be held accountable to
its requirements. The California-Pacific resolution encourages a ladco@intability in disciplinary actions.

Generally speaking, the Judicial Council publishes its decisions within one eleskrig the conclusion of its session
and its opinions can be reviewed in the Judicial Council section of the website dhitéeé Methodist Church
(www.umc.org).e

(Good News announces new leadership upon HeidingetMovement, observed, “Greg McGarvey has been a part

retirement. Dr. James V. Heidinger I, long-time Presi- of The Confessing Movement from the beginning. | am

dent and Publisher of Good News, has announced his excited about his leadership. He knows the issues and he

retirement as of July 1 of this year. Inresponse to his loves the church.” Rob Renfroe stated, “Greg McGarvey

announcement, the board of directors of the evangelical is keenly insightful with a winsome personality commit-

renewal ministry selected the Rev. Robert Renfroe to beted to Christ and the cause of The Confessing Move-

his successor.) ment.” Senator Patricia Miler, Executive Director of The
Confessing Movement stated, “| know Greg as a strong

The Confessing Movement within The United Methodist and compassionate leader, who is faithful to our Lord

Church wants to congratulate Rev. Rob Renfroe on his and Savior and lives out that faith in his daily life.”

new position as President and Publisher of Good News.

Rob has provided excellent leadership as a Board Mem-Greg was instrumental in starting the renewal movement

ber and as the current President of the Board of Directors1 the South Indiana Conference. He developed the

of The Confessing Movement. Our prayers are with himBloomington Declaration, modeled after the Houston and

as he assumes this new position, which brings exciting Memphis Declarations, which were the forerunners of

opportunities and responsibility. He will be a great assetThe Confessing Movement.

to Good News. Appreciation is expressed to Rob for his

many years of dedicated service to The Confessing Since 2001 Greg has been the Senior Pastor of Carmel

Movement. Walter Fenton is to be congratulated as wellUnited Methodist Church, Carmel, Indiana, just north of

on his new position with Good News. Indianapolis. He is a 1972 graduate of DePauw Univer-
sity and a 1976 graduate of Asbury Theological Semi-

The Confessing Movement also expresses good wishes nary. Spending his entire 35 year ministry in the South

and God’s blessings on Dr. Jim Heidinger in his retire- Indiana Conference in small rural churches, a downtown-

ment. county seat church, a small town church, and 3 urban/
suburban churches. From 1983 — 1988 Greg was new
Effective July 1, 2009, the Rev. Albany District Superintendent, and served as Chairper-

Gregory McGarvey will become son of the Cabinet in 1986 — 87.

President of Board of Directors of

The Confessing Movement. Greg He has served the denomination as Chairperson of the
currently serves as thé' Vice- South Indiana Conference Administrative Council, a
President of the board having member of South Indiana Conference Executive Com-

served on the Board of Directors  mittee, a 6-time delegate to General Conference, and a
since 1999. He is currently the member of the General Board of Pension and Health

senior pastor at Carmel United Methodist Church in Car-Benefits.

mel, Indiana. Greg has led seminars and church consultations in the

South Indiana Conference with Dr. Kennon Callahan’s
Dr. Maxie Dunnam, Co-Chairman of The Confessing 12 Keys to an Effective Church approach to church
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growth and effectiveness. Greg have two sons, Christopher and Joshua. They have

traveled in India, Nepal, Jordan, Israel, and Egypt. In
Part of Greg’s continuing concern for The United Meth- 1988, Greg studied United Methodist missions in Indone-
odist Church is the need for ongoing discussions of the sia, People’s Republic of China, Korea, and Japan, rekin-
role of the church in America in a global strategy of mis- dling his passion for Christian mission.

sions.
Greg’s hobbies include planning exciting family vaca-

Greg married Peggy Ann Drake in 1974. Peggy and  tions, sailing, tennis, and collecting antique automobiles.s

&9. LR T .- 8 < "8 =
$ /8 $ >442 )
TR v ) ey ) )
$ #'
$$
#
) ! 5
! ! $
/
! #
Qrest 5 =2
| e 0
!
5 # 3444 %
$ Ll ¥ 5
# % # $$ i
# $..& 1 $$ .
# % ( S S
H s # $
# # 6, $ 374! #
) #$ %
n | n n
# $ $
* + # *
YREL p! # /
# # Yo"
| 7 o
= # / # r
b 8 #! $
+
/ | #
$1* el g

% ! '$ - 0



% & &' | gL + - . 101+)

3!- 4/, 3!- 4/5&4 467/58-/9

(From a pastor in Georgia) “In a recent newsletter you stated Christiemghbea the doctrine of original sin.
Well, I am here to tell you that | just finished a study with a group of ‘progeesXivistians’ who used a book by
Marcus Borg and others like him, and they disagree with you. They claimed thaZlmnissians don’t agree with
that belief (original sin) anymore. Though I believe in this doctrine, | encoonaey United Methodists who do
not.”

5/-16 You are certainly correct that Marcus Borg and others disagree with nunf@uadstional doctrines
of the UMC. | have found that a denial of original sin is usually coupled with uniigengghe belief that every-
body, regardless of beliefs, is going to heaven). The latter is, in my opinion, tlee ttetgs killing Methodist
evangelism. Aren’t you glad that we United Methodists have clear dacspsdied out in our Book of Disci-
pline?! A belief in original sin (Article VII in both the Articles of Religiondathe Confession of Faith—Paragraph
103) is official United Methodist doctrine. When one does not believe in original sirs moéined to believe that
all of our flaws are God'’s intentional creations and therefore must be good.

3!1-4/+ :6152/75&4 2154/]/7 64--

(From a pastor in California) “I live in a liberal part of the country. If tev® preach that all persons outside a
relationship with Jesus Christ are lost souls, | would get lots of negadistore If | were to preach that faith in
the atoning cross is the only way to be saved, lots of our worshippers would leave ahg'moiSe, is it wise for
me to take those kinds of risk?”

5/- 16 The news about humanity’s sin and God’s offer of salvation through the cross (Atoneaseal-
ways been controversial. St. Paul said that preaching Christ crusifiedgtumbling block to Jews and foolishness
to Gentiles.” (I Cor. 1:23) In the f8&Century John Wesley declared that “as long as the world stands, there will be
a thousand objections to this scriptural doctrine. For still the preaching of @hdsted will be foolishness to the
wise men of the world.” So itis today. One seminary professor referred Avathement as “divine child abuse.”
St. Paul forecast that a time would come when people would not put up with sound doctrine ¢seaal for
teachers who would say “what their itching ears want to hear.” (2 TirdoB)y That time is now! Our task is to
be faithful to the timeless, cross-centered gospel, not necessarily tacbesfucor popular. No other gospel can
save souls or transform lives. How blessed is that Christian who can dedtarelgi with St. Paul: “I am not
ashamed of the gospel.” (Romans 1:16)
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Thanks to your support, The Confessing Movement has had an enormous positive impactrated hddthodist
Church. Without our ministry, the theological liberals would have been more dutcé&ssneral Conference may well
have approved the presenting issues of homosexual practice, same sex unions, dmatiemeiof practicing homo-
sexuals. While The Confessing Movement has been instrumental in upholding itadahdggrity and the authority of
scripture, the opposition continues to bombard the church with confusing and misguidedigrdpssagard for the
language in th®iscipline continues.

This year, every annual conference will be voting on 32 constitutional amendmentshex2 @imendments could
weaken or eliminate the voice of the fastest growing area of The Uniteddv&tGburch - Africa. Our African brothers
and sisters are opposed to changing the church’s position on homosexuality and they uphttidrityecdiidoly Scrip-
ture.

Another amendment, listed as Roman numeral I, would allow anyone to join the chutwér whebt the pastor de-
termines the individual is ready to take the vows of membership.

Since its beginning in 1995, The Confessing Movement has contended “for the faitbr @llcgelivered to the
saints.” Our only funding is provided by people like you who yearn for the renewal oflovedeenomination.

Over the years, since the inception of The Confessing Movement in 1995, The ConfessngeM has been to
meet the financial needs to our ministry.

The Confessing Movement has not been immune to the impact of the economic dowNitira sense of urgency, |
ask for your assistance. Please help us continue to fund The Confessing Movensémyt m

You can help us in the following:
1. Send a contribution now to The Confessing Movement at 7995 E=8tréét, Indianapolis, Indiana, 46259 or
online at www.confessingumc.org.
Contribute on a monthly or regular basis
Ask your church to make a contribution
Ask friends or members of The United Methodist Church to contribute
Continue to pray for The United Methodist Church and The Confessing Movement

CE

The Confessing Movement has always been frugal, exercisefglcstewardship with all funds. Your contributions
are more important than ever.
In His Service,

Executive Director

Yes, | want to help share the message of Christ’s salvation.
Enclosed is my gift of: $ $1000 $500 $100 $60 $30

Make checks payable to: The Confessing Movement , 7995 East &treet, Indianapolis, Indiana 46219
Please charge my credit card: Visa MasterCard  Discover American Express

Card number: Expiration Date: _ /

Signature:

Contributions are tax-deductible as charitable gifts to the extenallowable by law.






